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IN MEMORIAM
EDWARD V. SPARER
On June 21, 1983, Edward V. Sparer,Professor of Law and Social Welfare, died. Professor Sparer brought a rare humanity to his
work. His compassion for the powerless and his commitment to their
empowerment helped his students and his community conceive a vision
of the role of law and lawyers in the pursuit of progressive social
change. The University of Pennsylvania Law Review dedicates this issue of the review to his memory.
And the social struggle is what the radical law teacher's
special vocation should, I believe, be about. But even if, in
the final analysis, there is no effective radical practice for the
radical law teacher as teacher to exemplify and demonstrate
to her or his students, there is still another task. That is to
demonstrate concern and ways of working-doing legal
work-that at the very least are helpful to some oppressed
human beings, that does some "good" for someone regardless
of impact on oppressive systems. This, of course, is a "liberal" task as well. But radicals cannot dismiss such an effort
for this reason, because caring about their fellow human beings is the beginning of both the radical and liberal faiths.
Take that "caring" away, remove the impulse always to help
your fellow human being (in a small way if you cannot do it
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in a more systemic way), and the radical becomes a hollow
fake, a dangerous impostor. We cannot build a new society
of caring human beings, if we do not act to help our fellow
humans now, however small the ways. We are what we do.1

I Sparer, FundamentalHuman Rights, Legal Entitlements and the Social Struggle: A Friendly Critique of the CriticalLegal Studies Movement, 36 STAN. L. REv. (forthcoming 1984).

